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Abandoned Property



Problems with Abandoned Sites

Violations may, or may not be readily visible

Site may be locked up, open, or partially open

• No gate, open gate, or locked gate

• Building(s) locked or open



Inspection Authority
• Section 3007 of RCRA

• EPA
•Designated representative (authorized 

state)
• Florida is authorized state

• Section 403.091, Florida Statutes
• Consent from owner, operator, or person in 

charge
• Inspection warrant



Inspection Warrant

May be issued when:

• It appears property may be connected to, or 
contain evidence of violations

• Inspection is part of a larger scheme of 
systematic routine inspections…



Enforcement Manual

Site Access Documents Section

• Model Affidavit and Application for 
Inspection Warrant

• Model Inspection Warrant



Affidavit Facts for Abandoned Sites

• Note date inspection attempted, names 
of inspector(s), and that facility was 
closed and appeared to be abandoned.

• Provide summary on any visible 
containers and photos, if available.

• Note any attempts to contact facility or 
property owner and the results.







Warrant Statements for Abandoned Sites

• Identify Facility Address
• Identify all parcels, as appropriate. 

Important if there are several that make 
up the site

• If door(s) and/or gate(s) are locked you 
must state that locks will be opened

• If samples will be taken, you must state 
this fact





Locksmith

• Pre-arranged through Administration 
Section to have locksmith on property on 
the day  Warrant will be served.

• Costs will be recovered as part of 
enforcement process



Artcraft Building Appears Abandoned



UPS delivery notice several months old



Leave Warrant On Door



Waste containers visible through fence



Flammable Labels Visible



Raptor / EPOCH Boidiesel



Wastes visible through fence



Waste Stored Inside Building



BER Assistance in Sampling



BER Assistance in Sampling



EPA may assist!



Abandon Wastes – Benline



Abandon Drums - Benline



Abandon Drums - Benline



Abandoned Drums – Spann Property



Leaking Drum



Release



Drums and containers in shed



Release



Drums inside building – through hole in wall



Useful Websites
• County Appraisers

• https://www.brevardpropertyappraiser.com/paohome.asp

• Dept of State Division of Corporations
• http://www.sunbiz.org/

• Yellow pages
• http://www.whitepages.com/reverse_phone

• Facility websites
• Wiki corporations

• http://www.corporationwiki.com/
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